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was destined, as he began before long obscurely to
intimate, to lay down his life for them. Few of us
sympathise originally and directly with this devotion ;'
few of us can perceive in human nature itself any merit
sufficient to evoke it. But it is not so hard to love
and venerate him who felt it. So vast a passion of
love,' a devotion so comprehensive, elevated, deliberate,
and profound, has not elsewhere been in any degree
approached save by some of his imitators. And as love
provokes love, many have found it possible to conceive
for Christ an attachment the closeness of which no words
can describe, a veneration so possessing and absorbing
the man within them, that they have said, " I live no
more, but Christ lives in me.35

And what, in fact, has been the result, after the
utmost and freest abatement for the objections of
those who criticise the philosophical theories or the
practical effects of Christianity ?

But that Christ's method, when rightly applied, is
really of mighty force may be shown by an argument
which the severest censor of Christians will hardly refuse
to admit Compare the ancient with the modern world:
" Look on this picture and on that." The broad distinction
in the characters of men forces itself into prominence.
Among all the men of the ancient heathen world there
were scarcely one or two to whom we might venture to
apply the epithet " holy." In other words, there were not
more than one or two, if any, who, besides being virtuous
in their actions, were possessed with an unaffected
enthusiasm of goodness, and besides abstaining from